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Effect of Radiofrequency Thermocoagulation Guided by Spiral CT on Severe Trigeminal Neuralgia in the Oldest Old Patients: 21 Cases

Report
Medical University, Beijing 100050, China
Abstract .

LUO Fang , GAO Shu-qin, ZHANG Li-yong set al. Department of Anesthesiology, Beijing Tiantan Hospital , Capital

Objective To investigate the efficacy and safety of radiofrequency thermocoagulation guided by spiral CT on severe

trigeminal neuralgia in the oldest old patients. Methods 21 patients above 80 with severe idiopathic trigeminal neuralgia were treated
with radiofrequency thermocoagulation guided by spiral CT. They were assessed with numeric rating scales (NRS) and the complica-
tion were observed. Results The scores of NRS decreased significantly after treatment (P<Z0. 01). No serious complication was ob-
served after treatment. One patient recurred 23 months after operation, and the pain released after radiofrequency thermocoagulation
once again. Conclusion Radiofrequency thermocoagulation guided by spiral CT is effective and safe for severe trigeminal neuralgia in

the oldest old patients.
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