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Editorial of Special Issue

Daniel Wong , PhD

We are very pleased to present to you five (5)
articles written by colleagues at the College of Allied
Health Sciences, East Carolina University (ECU) in
North Carolina, U.S.A. This is a collection of de-
scriptive information in reference to the various disci-
plines involved in Allied Health Sciences collected for
this issue of Chinese Journal o f Rehabilitation Theo-
ry and Practice. The authors described the disci-
plines and academic programs in respective areas in
allied health sciences .

According to the Association of Allied Health
Schools , professionals in this field are involved with
the delivery of health related services pertaining to
the identification, evaluation and prevention of disea-
ses and disorders ; dietary and nutrition services ; re-
habilitation and health syste ms manage ment, among
others . Allied Health professionals, to name a few,
include health information manage ment profession-
als , health services manage ment professionals, phy-
sician assistants , dental hygienists, diagnostic medi-
cal sonographers, dietitians, medical technologists,
occupational therapists , physical therapists , rehabili-
tation counseling, radiographers, respiratory thera-
pists , and speech language pathologists .

During the past years, Allied Health Profession-

als have become indispensable team members within
the fields of medical professionals and health sciences
professionals . This trend will undoubtedly become
much stronger as more e mphasis will be focused on
the holistic approach of health with respect to provi-
ding best practice care and improving quality of life
for people who are in need of health care services .
We want to thank Dr. Paul Bell, Ms. Myra
Brown, and Ms. Susie Harris of the Department of
Health Robert
Kulesher of the Depart ment of Health Services Man-

Information Manage ment; Dr.
agement; Dr. Anne Dickerson of the Department of
Occupational Therapy; Dr. Denis Brunt and Dr. Pa-
tricia Hudson of the Department of Physical Thera-
py, and Dr. Paul Alston of the Depart ment of Reha-
bilitation Studies, for their contributions to this spe-
cial issue .

We also want to express our sincere gratitude to
Dr. Qiu Zhuoying and other editors of Chinese Jour-
nal o f Rehabilitation Theory and Practice for this
opportunity to expose the field of Allied Health Sci-
ences to its international readers and for their contin-
ued collaboration and support in publishing the most
updated information and research in the field of reha-

bilitation .
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